The Belgrade PaleoBlitz: a pilot project to engage amateur paleontologists 


SUPPLEMENTAL FILES

Supplemental File 1. Pre-event application disseminated to the amateur paleontology.

PaleoBlitz Application

Thank you for your interest in the Belgrade PaleoBlitz. The FOSSIL project is inviting twelve individuals from different paleontology clubs/organizations to participate in this weekend-long workshop. Please fill out the following application in order to be considered for this opportunity. Ideally, we would like to have two people from each club that is represented at this event; one veteran, experienced member and a newer member. 

The event itself will give you a hands-on exposure to the museum curation process. Participants will aid in identification, preparation (cleaning), curation (database entry), and documentation (photographing) of fossils collected from the Belgrade Mine in North Carolina. Along with these workshops will be a tour of the Florida Museum of Natural History collections and the famed Hubbell collection. Finally, there will be an optional field trip to the local Gainesville Creeks to collect fossils.

Travelling costs will be at your own expense, however the FOSSIL project will cover lodging and some of the food expenses. The anticipated date for this workshop is the weekend of February 19th. You may contact Victor Perez (victorjperez@ufl.edu) with any additional questions that you may have. 

Please email this form back to fossil@flmnh.ufl.edu or to victorjperez@ufl.edu  


Please provide your name and contact information.
Name
Address
Address 2
City
State
Postal Code
Country
Email
Phone

Are you a member of an amateur fossil organization?
Yes
No

Please list the fossil clubs and/or societies of which you are a member.

How long have you been a member of an amateur fossil organization?
Less than a year
Less than 5 years
More than 5 years
Not a member of a fossil organization

Which of the following best describes your fossil hunting activities?
I was a fossil hunter in the past, but have not actively hunted fossils in the past 5 years.
I am currently an active fossil hunter.
I have a fossil collection, but I acquire my fossils through friends and sales.

Please describe your fossil collection. What is the size of your personal collection? What kinds of fossils do you have in your collection?

What kind of associated information, if any, do you store along with your fossils (e.g., name of species, details about where/when collected, etc.)

What motivates you to collect fossils? Check all that apply.
[bookmark: _Hlk35884513]Personal enjoyment
To support my child's interest
Monetary gain
For use in educational programs (in and out of school)
For personal scientific research
To help scientists
Other. Please explain. ____________________

Briefly describe your prior experience working with professional paleontologists and/or in museum or other institutional collections.

Please rate your current level of knowledge about the steps museum staff follow from the point that a fossil enters the museum until it is placed in a collection.
Very low
Low
Somewhat low
Neither high nor low
Somewhat high
High
Very high

If you would like to explain your rating, please do so below.

Please explain why you are interested in participating in the PaleoBlitz. What would you hope to gain from the experience?

























Supplemental File 2. Post-PaleoBlitz questionnaire completed by participants at the end of the PaleoBlitz event.

Post-PaleoBlitz Questionnaire

Best Practices in Paleontology

List at least three types of information that should be recorded when collecting a fossil.




How likely is it that you will include this information with fossils you collect in the future?
Very Likely
Likely
Undecided
Unlikely
Very unlikely

Please explain why you would or would not include this information.




How likely is it that you will try to retroactively find this information for your current collection?
Very Likely
Likely
Undecided
Unlikely
Very unlikely

Please explain why you would or would not include this information.

Participant Impact

Please rate your level of confidence in the following activities now compared to prior to the PaleoBlitz. 

Fossil identification:
More confident
Somewhat confident
Unchanged
Somewhat less confident
Less confident

Fossil Preparation:
More confident
Somewhat confident
Unchanged
Somewhat less confident
Less confident

Fossil Curation (creating a database):
More confident
Somewhat confident
Unchanged
Somewhat less confident
Less confident

Fossil Documentation (photographing):
More confident
Somewhat confident
Unchanged
Somewhat less confident
Less confident

If you would like, you may explain any of your ratings for the questions above here:






Which activity did you find most meaningful?
Fossil Identification
Cataloging Fossils (curation)
Fossil Documentation (photographing)
Museum tours
Fossil collecting trip
All were equally meaningful
None were meaningful

Please explain your choice in the space below.



Please describe any plans you have to share what you’ve learned with other members of your fossil organization?




How likely is it that you will establish a new collaboration as a result of this workshop?
Very Likely
Likely
Undecided
Unlikely
Very unlikely

Do you anticipate having any changes in your involvement with any of the following because of this experience? Please explain.

Your own fossil organization:


Other fossil organizations:


Professional Paleontologists:


Museums:

PaleoBlitz Improvement

Please rate your level of agreement with the following statements:
I can immediately apply what I learned during the PaleoBlitz.
Strongly Agree
Agree
Neither Agree nor Disagree
Disagree
Strongly Disagree

Time was distributed appropriately among presentations, tours, discussion, and other activities.
Strongly Agree
Agree
Neither Agree nor Disagree
Disagree
Strongly Disagree

The hosts of the PaleoBlitz presented the information at an appropriate level.
Strongly Agree
Agree
Neither Agree nor Disagree
Disagree
Strongly Disagree

The hosts of the PaleoBlitz were responsive to questions.
Strongly Agree
Agree
Neither Agree nor Disagree
Disagree
Strongly Disagree

The overall environment of the PaleoBlitz was positive.
Strongly Agree
Agree
Neither Agree nor Disagree
Disagree
Strongly Disagree

[bookmark: _GoBack]The workshop was worth my time.
Strongly Agree
Agree
Neither Agree nor Disagree
Disagree
Strongly Disagree

The workshop provided valuable networking opportunities.
Strongly Agree
Agree
Neither Agree nor Disagree
Disagree
Strongly Disagree

If you would like, you may explain any of your ratings for the questions above here:




Overall, how well did the workshop meet your expectations?





Given the intended goals, scope and time available for this event, are there other topics that should have been discussed?





What can we do to improve future “PaleoBlitzes”?




Feel free to share any additional comments in the space below.


Supplemental File 3. Delayed questionnaire sent to participants two months after the PaleoBlitz event.
Delayed Questionnaire
Practices since the PaleoBlitz
Have you made any changes to your existing collection since the PaleoBlitz?
Yes
No

Have you made any changes to your existing collection since the PaleoBlitz in terms of? Check all that apply:
Curation (organization of fossils)
Identification
Documentation (photographing)
Preparation (cleaning of fossils)
Exhibiting (displaying your fossils)
Other (Please explain below)

Please elaborate on any changes that you indicated in the previous question.



Have you gone collecting since the PaleoBlitz?
Yes
No

If yes, please describe any changes to your field techniques in terms of identification, documentation, and curation?





Have you remained in contact with other participants from the PaleoBlitz or FOSSIL Project staff since the PaleoBlitz?
Yes
No

If you remained in contact with other participants from the PaleoBlitz or FOSSIL Project staff since the PaleoBlitz, how did you communicate? Check all that apply:
In person
Social Media
myFOSSIL website
email
Other (Please explain below)

Please elaborate on the type of interactions you’ve had with the other PaleoBlitz participants (for example discussing field trips or exchanging preparation ideas).



What tangible outcomes have come from your participation in the PaleoBlitz? Check all that apply:
Newsletter article
Presentation
Workshop(s)
Other (Please explain below)

Please elaborate on the outcomes that have come from your participation in the PaleoBlitz and/or any anticipated outcomes. 



Now that you have had some time to reflect on your experience, please share additional ideas for improving future PaleoBlitzes. 

